Book Club Reader’s Guide

Sarah and Samuel, 1880-1884

Sarah and Samuel fell in love and married when they were
both quite young and their relationship remained strong
throughout their lives. Discuss.

Sarah’s coming of age professionally happened when she
was in her fifties. Can you see any parallels to women today?
Sarah’s fame rose from her ability to take complex topics
and explain them simply while not making people feel
intimidated by her expertise. Does this resonate with you?
Samuel encouraged Sarah to take the opportunities
presented to her, even though he would have preferred
her to stay on Nantucket. Would you say they were
equal partners?

Sarah and Samuel lived during a time of tremendous
change on Nantucket. In your opinion, how do you think
they coped? Do you have an example?

Throughout much of the book, Sarah’s grief was nearly a

character itself. Discuss.
Abby and Matt, 2014-2015

Abby and Matt’s storybook love affair in 7he World is
Decorated with Stars meets reality in this book. What are
the two or three things that impacted their relationship?
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Abby and Matt struggle over their differences about to
how to raise Sally. Do you think this comes from their
different backgrounds: Abby is an only child, with no
aunts or uncles, and Matt comes from a big family. Why
or why not?

Abby and Matt have different opinions about whether
Abby should maintain her house and office in Boston,
and they can’t seem to concede the other’s point of view.
Is it because they are both stubborn or because each has a
valid point?

Caroline’s death was a catalyst for change for Abby. Unlike
Sarah, she seemed to take her mother’s death more in
stride. Do you think it’s because Caroline came to her
shortly after her death?

Sally takes her relationship with Sarah as nothing out of the
ordinary. Would you say this is because she’s four years old?
Abby and Matt’s sailing trip repaired their relationship.
Why? What aspects of the trip helped them rebuild
their relationship?

Could you imagine being friends with Sarah, Samuel,

Abby and Matt?



